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Chapter 35
SATYAVRATA BHASKARA KSHETRA
Addressing Romasa, Bharadwaja wanted to know the
greatness of the holy places, rivers and mountains as
enunciated by Sri Subrahmanya to the Sage Narada. Romasa
replied that Sri Subrahmanya began the narration with the
rivers.
Ganga, Yamuna, Chandrabhaga, Saraswati, Sindhu,
Godavari, Bhadra, Narmada and Swarnamukhi are holy
among the rivers. Of them Swarnamukhi is the holiest one.
While a person is required to bathe several times in the
rivers mentioned first to wash away his sins, a single dip
in the river Swarnamukhi is enough to achieve this. Henre
the waters of this river possess great efficacy.
Among the mountains Sri, Vridham, Grudhramu,
Goshona, Varna, Bilva, Mani, Himagiri, Sadaksha and
Dakshina Kailasa are notable. Of these Dakshina Kailasa is
the most beneficial one as it was a holy peak of heavenly
Kailasa implanted on earth by Lord Brahma at the time of
creation for his penance. A stay on the Mountain even for
a moment is more rewarding than laborious japas, penance,
sacrifices, etc. This mountain is the cosmic manifestation of
Lord Siva and has no parallel at all.
" There are several famous forests in the world. The
famous among them are Kanchivana, Vataaranya,
Devadaruvana, Swetaaranya, Shrutivana, Pippalaaranya,
Taalaaranya, Tillivana, Vamsaaranya, Akhandabilva
kanana worshipped by several Gods, Naimishaaranya and
Tejinivana. Among these Akandabilva forest is the most
sacred one as it is the favourite of Siva and Paravati. The
people residing there acquire peace of mind and traquility.
The world is dotted with numerous kshetras, the
important ones being Kashi, Prabhasa, Prayaga, Naimisha,
Gaya, Kapila, Satya, Grudra, Kurma, Mamaka, Agastya,